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Library Newsletter

Open Access Textbooks Growing in Popularity
In an effort to battle the increasing cost of
college textbooks, the use of open source
textbooks in classrooms at colleges and
universities across the country is gaining in
popularity. There are a growing number of
web sites promoting and providing access
to open textbooks.
When open textbooks first appeared on the web many faculty were
hesitant to take advantage of them, citing concerns about quality control,
how the materials would ‘fit’ with the way they taught their courses, and
the inability to easily find open textbooks at all.
These concerns have been addressed with the use of broader Creative
Commons licenses that allow for mixing and editing of content. Many
sites provide completely open textbooks to which faculty may add their
own chapters, exercises and graphics, as long as the original author is
credited. Other sites provide access to “modules,” which faculty may mix
and match to create the most appropriate content for their students.
These options give faculty the flexibility to create personalized materials
for their courses.
To address quality control issues, most open textbook sites now provide
peer-review opportunities. For example, the University of Minnesota's
College of Education and Human Development set up an Open Textbook
Catalog that permits faculty from around the world to conduct reviews of
the posted works and share their findings on the site.
Open textbooks will most likely become more popular with the increased
attention given to them in publications such as Time and Chronicle of
Higher Education. The state of California also recently passed legistation
that will provide for the creation of free, openly licensed digital textbooks
for the 50 most popular lower-division college courses offered by
California colleges.
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EXAMPLES OF SELECTED
OPEN TEXTBOOK SITES:

University of Minnesota's Open
Textbook Project is a pilot which
provides access to complete
textbooks licensed so that
professors can modify them.

https://open.umn.edu/
opentextbooks/

OpenStax College offers
students free peer-reviewed
textbooks which can be edited by
individual instructors. Based at
Rice University and funded
through gifts from many major
foundations.

http://openstaxcollege.org/

The College Open Textbooks
Collaborative, a collection of
twenty-nine educational nonprofit and for-profit organizations,
affiliated with more than 200
colleges, is focused on driving
awareness and adoptions of
open textbooks to more than
2000 community and other twoyear colleges.

collegeopentextbooks.org
TED Talk featuring Rice University professor Richard Baraniuk explains
the vision behind Connexions/OpenStax College.

http://dwlibrary.macalester.edu/jmeyerh1/newsletter/open_textbooks.html[11/28/2017 4:06:49 PM]

Library Newsletter
The Open Course Library is a
collection of expertly developed
educational materials – including
textbooks, syllabi, course
activities, readings, and
assessments – in 81 highenrollment college
courses.Funded by the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation and
the State of Washington.

http://opencourselibrary.org/
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